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File folder titled OO/C Predecessors (1918-1945) 


LOCATION: 
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BSTRACT 


This file contains: comments on commercial liaison activities (1918- 
1922), a list of firms and corporations for contact, questionning of 
civilian's policy memoranda, a list and description of good industrial 
contacts in New York (1921), publication letters and other information 
received from various firms, memoranda on foreign positive intelligence 
for the military services, and a published booklet entitled "Instruc- 
tions to Custodians and Users of Current Requests for Information" 
which is a list of questions and requests for material by the Military 
Intelligence Services from places all over. the world. 
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Notes on Comuercial Liaison activities 1918-1922. 


———— 


1. Guestionnaires were voluminious and variea; very often 
the questinss akked covered topics that were had 
little to do with the activities of the contact concerned. 


&. It was apparently the policy not to ask -vestions on 
the "oil situation" from an oil company, ete. This 
seems illogical as the best sources of any type of 
information are those who are directly iuvolved with 
it. Proper protection for the sources and the information 
itself snould eliwinate the hesitancy to contribute and 
efforts should be made to collect "oil. information" from 
Oil coupanies, "copper infor.ation" from cop er companies, 
"shipping information" from shipping companies, etc. 


3. G-2 "estiiates"™ were sent to commercial contacts for 
criticism and information; oth2r information was also 
given, sometimes specially collected, for the particular 
benefit of the commercial contact. Hb wldDum Or sd it Tint 
fulS POLICY IN CURRENT OPornarions IS DOUvirUL. Is it 
necessary for the War Department to "trade" information 
with its own people in order to obtain their assistance 
in strengthening national defence? 


4. The old system was to obtain the names of the forsign 
representatives of tne commercial firms contacted and 
then tp have our ii/Ats get in touch with them in the 
field. This is not good as it gives knowledge of the 
system to too many people. ielbeve we should receive 
our information fromthe home office only. Any conta ts 
between Mi/A's and American'citizens in the countries 
where they are located cun be carried on in the normal 
manner and will have nothing to do with this system. 


5. Frow the old correspondence, it is apparent that the 
foreign representatives of American firms are not always 
American citizens. If contacts were limited to the head 
of the firm involved and informwaticn received from them, 
it would make no difierence wiether the iniormution cme 
from a non-citizen or not as he would not know that it 
was going to Is. 
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